A TAFE strategy for biotechnology skills training.
The outline of a strategy for training technicians who will undertake biotechnology-oriented tasks as employees is the focus of this review. Technical and Further Education (TAFE) in Western Australia has recently restructured electives offered in certificate and diploma courses of Applied Science. The aim of restructuring was to allow a broader choice catering for specialized streams. With a few additions it would be possible to list a set of biotechnology options for technicians specializing in this area. After identifying employers in Western Australia, data on technician employment characteristics and training needs was gathered through a survey and used to formulate a future development strategy. In the past little attention has been given anywhere in Australia to the training needs of this group. The availability of such appropriately trained employees will increasingly be recognized as a vital link in the success of any biotechnology enterprise.